CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENCY

CONGRESSIONAL SIMULATION

The final weeks of the course will be devoted to a writing-intensive congressional simulation.  As part of the simulation, students will assume the role of members of Congress on a congressional committee or task force.  The simulation will include a Presidential speech, a congressional press conference, a congressional committee hearing, and a committee markup/vote.  As part of the simulation, each student will: 

1. research the political biography, voting record, and key constituent and interest groups for the member of Congress that they have chosen for the simulation;

2. prepare brief written remarks for the committee hearings and markup; 

3. write and distribute one press release on the day of the presidential remarks, committee hearings, or markup

4. draft a written response to a constituent letter

Your simulation grade will be based on the above materials, which must be handed in as part of a simulation portfolio on the final day of the course.  Note that the press release and constituent letter can be revised in response to instructor/student comments before they are submitted as part of the portfolio.  Other materials (research, prepared remarks) cannot be revised and must be included in the portfolio as is. 

Goal of the Simulation
The value of simulations is that they enable us to actively consider the types of pressures and constraints faced by political actors.   This simulation will provide you with the chance to think about the way members of Congress interact with their various constituencies – their constituents at home, interest groups, their colleagues in Congress, members of their party and party leaders, and the President and the administration (think Fenno!). 
Roles and Responsibilities
In this simulation, students will play the role of a member of a Congressional committee that is responsible for considering an issue that is put on the national agenda by the President of the United States.  The professor will play the part of the President of the United States, which unfortunately requires him to wear a suit to class at least one more time this semester.  
As members of the Committee, you will be responsible for (a) researching and understanding the issue, (b) taking into account the views of important constituencies (at home and in Washington) and other institutional actors, (c) conducting a congressional hearing on the issue, and (d) holding a committee markup to decide on the final form the legislation will take and whether it should be approved and sent to the full House of Representatives for consideration.  You will also be asked to (e) prepare and deliver remarks for the hearing and/or markup, (f) write a press release, and (g) craft a response to a constituent letter that your office received regarding this issue. 
Congress and the Presidency
Simulation Schedule

Fall 2006

	Date
	Class Topic
	Assignments/Readings

	Nov. 7
	Writing for a congressional office
	· (R) Czwartacki, “Press Releases.” 

· (R) Mariani, “Constituent Letters.”

	Nov. 9
	Simulation Overview

Organization into parties
	· Aldrich and Rohde, “Congressional Committees in a Partisan Era,” Ch. 11 in CR.

	Nov. 14
	Presidential Address
and Press Conference
	No Readings.  Work on Bio.

	Nov. 16
	Party Caucuses
	Congressional bio due Today!   Must be ready before class.  In this case, late papers will not be accepted.   

	Nov. 21
	Hearings and Markups: the basics. 
	· (W) “House Rules which Govern the Committee Hearing Process,” House Rules Committee.

· (W) Richard Sachs, “Hearings in the House of Representatives: A Guide For Preparation and Procedure,” Congressional Research Service, July 28, 2004.

	Nov. 23
	Thanksgiving!
	No readings.  

	Nov. 28
	Hearing #1
	Hearing statements due today.
No readings, but lots of reading due Nov. 30th – try to get ahead.  

	Nov. 30
	Hearing #2 
	· (W) Judy Schneider, “House Committee Markups: Commonly Used Motions and Requests,” Congressional Research Service, April 19, 1999.

· (W) “A Step By Step Guide to Committee Markups,” House Committee on Rules.

· (W) “Principles and Prohibitions of Committee Markups,” House Committee on Rules.

	Dec. 3

Sunday
	------
	Amendments are due to committee chairman and minority leader by today (Sunday) at 5pm!

	Dec.  5
	Committee Markup/Vote
	Last Day for Press releases! 
Constituent letter will be handed out (due back as part of the portfolio). 

	Dec. 7
	Debriefing
	Simulation Portfolios are due by 5pm on Friday, December 8. 
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